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Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

Come see our recommendations about how to improve instruction for struggling learners in fifth grade! 
Our fifth grade ELA team has created and implemented common assessments that allowed teachers to 
analyze data. The data allowed teachers to provide targeted intervention and differentiate instruction for 
struggling learners. 
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PLT SMART Goal  

Our goal is to create and implement common assessments that will allow teachers to analyze data in order to 
provide targeted intervention and differentiate instruction for struggling learners 

 
 
 

 
Key Actions 

 
Key Actions: 

1. Identify a tool in order to assess students’ reading comprehension. 

 

2. Use tool to identify targeted students for intervention. 

 

3. Provide differentiated instruction and support to identified students one day per cycle.  

 

 

Benchmarks (How will we know we are on track to achieve this goal?) 



 

1. Collect data of the targeted group to track progress. 

 

2.  Administer benchmark assessments (fall, winter, and spring).  

 

3. Identify growth of identified students based on benchmarks. 

 
 

 
Findings  

 
Teachers found that there is not a sufficient amount of time available in our schedules to support struggling learners. 
With the lack of time and sufficient resources there isn’t an effective way to sustain intervention strategies. While 
teachers are devoted to supporting struggling learners and using data to monitor student progress, there is a need for 
time and resources in order to effectively accomplish our goal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

 

Next year, teachers recommend having four blocks (two for team time and two for extended learning) of 
time in the six day schedule to use flexibly.  Based on the complexity of the fifth grade schedule, 
teachers would communicate with their team to determine how these  four blocks would be used to 
address social, emotional and academic supports each week . 
 

The extended learning block would be used to give students the opportunities to review previous topics, 
class work,  make up any missed work, extension opportunities, quiet reading and used by specialists to 
provide services.  
 

It would be ideal to support this model if the grade level music was built into the six day schedule rather 
than the weekly schedule. The team would also like directors to understand the challenges the fifth grade 
faces as a result of this weekly scheduling challenge. 
 


